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October 6, 2015 

 

University of Texas Board of Regents 

Office of the Board of Regents, University of Texas System 

Ashbel Smith Hall, Suite 820 

201 West 7th Street 

Austin, Texas 78701 

 

Mr. Mark Houser 

Chief Executive Officer 

University Lands 

Office of Business Affairs, University of Texas System 

P.O. Box 553 

Midland, TX 79702-0553 

 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Regents and Mr. Houser: 

 

The Texas Conservative Coalition (TCC) applauds University Lands’ sustained involvement in, and vigilant 

monitoring of, hydraulic fracturing operations in West Texas, and offers its support against recent 

accusations regarding environmental practices conducted on university-owned oil and gas leases – claims 

that, as Mr. Houser says, are “alarmist, arguably unscientific, and lack[ing] in context and perspective.”1  

The report containing such accusations – released by the Environment Texas Research and Policy Center 

– does not shy away from its bold stance that hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as fracking, “is so 

dangerous to the environment and human health that it should not occur anywhere,”2 much less on 

portions of the 2.1 million acres of land owned by the University of Texas System (UT). 

 

The Environment Texas (ET) paper is based on a series of assumptions belied in part by the findings of 

important scientific research.  For example, the report states as a cause for concern contamination of 

drinking water – “Chemicals used in fracking operations [on University Lands] pose significant risks to 

human health,” chief among them groundwater pollution.3  But as recently as this year the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), after a five-year-long study, has stated that there is no evidence 

that fracking has led to widespread, systemic impacts on drinking water resources.4   
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The ET report also raises concerns regarding oil spills and emissions at fracking sites, but admits that the 

science is far from settled – “[h]ow much methane comes from fracking wells is a matter of great 

debate”5 – and, furthermore, fails to acknowledge the EPA’s research showing methane emissions to 

have decreased nationwide throughout the fracking boom.6   

 

Finally, the paper raises alarm about fracking’s potentially devastating effect on livestock and endangered 

species, even though the concern, as expressed, is entirely speculative – based apparently on a single 

anecdote of a jury award in Dallas, and no actual cited evidence of the purported negative impact on 

vulnerable wildlife in the Barnett and Eagle Ford Shales.7 

 

Conversely and more importantly, the study overlooks the manifold economic and educational benefits 

of fracturing, which along with horizontal drilling has supported 2.1 million jobs, and is projected to 

support 3.9 million jobs by 2025.8  Since 2005, domestic oil production in the United States has nearly 

doubled and natural-production has risen by about 50%, in large part due to fracking.9  

 

In addition to these macro-level benefits, there are obvious localized ones that greatly aid our 

constituents in Texas.  Between 2009 and 2014, UT and Texas A&M saw their endowments grow by 

around 70 percent as oil revenue of approximately $1 billion – much attributable to fracking – allowed 

the universities to spend large sums on new construction and cutting-edge research programs at a time 

when other universities struggled.10 The oil returns from fracking are collected in the Permanent 

University Fund (PUF), the annual distributions from which have financed a new engineering research 

complex, neuroscience lab, and arts and technology center, as well as other facilities at various Texas 

campuses.  These likely would not have been built without the oil revenue collected in the PUF.   

 

Furthermore, the best way to ensure environmental safety, public health, and high operating standards 

at fracking sites may be to promote more drilling that will fund research producing the best answers to 

pressing problems in the realm of oil and gas development.   By opposing fracking, ET and other groups 

are also implicitly opposing academic advances on Texas university campuses that could result in new, 

more effective technology that would provide even greater protections for the environment. 

 

We are available to assist your office in any way possible, and, if necessary, we are prepared to take 

legislative action to ensure the continued viability of fracking operations on University Lands in West 

Texas.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Senator Paul Bettencourt 

 

 

 

Senator Kelly Hancock 
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Senator Van Taylor 

 

 
Representative Cecil Bell, Jr. 

 

 

 

Representative Dennis Bonnen 

 

 

 

Representative Travis Clardy 

 

 

 

Representative Myra Crownover 

 

 
Representative Tony Dale 

 

 

 

Representative Gary Elkins 

 

 

 

Representative Dan Flynn 

 

 

 

Representative Craig Goldman 
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Representative Phil King 

 

 

 

 

Representative Brooks Landgraf 

 

 

 

Representative Jodie Laubenberg 

 

 

 

Representative Jim Murphy 

 
Representative Dennis Paul 

 
Representative Debbie Riddle 

 
Representative Matt Shaheen 

 

 
Representative Ed Thompson 

 

 

 

Representative James White 

 

 
Representative Paul Workman 
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